





The Lower School

Kindergarten - 4th Grade

Cultivating
the learning within

The Ellison Lower School curriculum is designed
to challenge and stimulate children in an
environment that fosters support, cooperation
and infectious enthusiasm. In keeping with
our steadfast commitment to small classes,
we're able to provide greater attention to the
social, emotional and educational needs of each
individual child.

All students are taught the importance of
recognizing and appreciating their strengths and
differences. Students become allies, collaborating
on class projects while maintaining confidence
in their own unique abilities. The “Partner
Program” pairs Early Learning and Lower School
students with Upper School students on a weekly
basis. Partners share a special bond as they work
together on community service projects, sharpen
reading skills, play games and much more.

The Lower School curriculum stresses the
development of fundamental language arts,
reading and mathematics — skill sets essential to
a student’s overall success. What is most notable
about the Lower School students is their pure
delight in mastering new things. They simply
love learning at Ellison — and it shows.



The Upper School

5th Grade - 8th Grade

Developing a sense of self,
establishing goals, managing time,
understanding the world
around them

In Upper School, Ellison students mature into
confident, self-reliant young adults as they
forge new paths of learning, academic growth
and achievement. In addition to core courses in
literature, language arts, history, mathematics
and science, Upper School features one-of-a-kind
learning experiences through classes in Ethics
& Logic, Shakespeare, and The Art of Religion.
Students learn to think for themselves, question
the norm, reason, research, and debate.

Fusing an intellectually rigorous curriculum with
a profound sense of community, Ellison ensures a
healthy balance of personal development and a
deep sense of school and family. While teachers
challenge students academically, personal
achievement is balanced with cooperative spirit.
Students form strong bonds and work together to
reach new goals.
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ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

Ellison’s educators help students experience
and appreciate the true power and beauty of the
written and spoken word. Their unique, interactive
approach to teaching instills strong analytical and
both oral and written communication skills that

students will draw upon throughout their academic
and professional careers.

SCIENCE

The Ellison science curriculum is built on
the development of the Scientific Method.
Ellison’s fully equipped, state-of-the-art science
laboratory takes science far beyond the textbook.
Laboratory experiments encourage frequent
hands-on exploration that is essential to a strong
foundation in the sciences.

MATHEMATICS

Ellison’s mathematics program helps students
develop the skills they need to successfully grasp
secondary level concepts. The Everyday Math
program is a framework for problem-solving
arithmetic, pre-algebra and geometry. It also
provides frequent opportunities for students to
place concepts into real-life situations.




SOCIAL STUDIES

The heart of Ellison’s social studies program lies
in connecting the past to the present in hopes of
a brighter future. Students learn the impact of
societal issues and trends, as well as how they
can affect them as responsible citizens. Through
a wide variety of activities, they develop valuable
critical thinking skills key to their future success.

WORLD LANGUAGE — SPANISH

World language instruction begins with Toddlers
at Ellison and is part of the full-time curriculum
in Upper School. Students learn both a new
language and culture and become proficient in
comprehension and conversation. In fact, many
Ellison 8th grade students test directly into
Spanish II or III in their first year of high school.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education is a vital part of The Ellison
School experience. We believe that healthy bodies
lead to healthy minds. As students strive for
overall fitness, coordination and agility, Ellison
students learn to employ specific skills in the
field and on the gymnasium floor. They also learn
to respect each other’s strengths and abilities.
This is reinforced with a focus on teamwork and
good sportsmanship — two important lifelong
character traits.
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Programs of Study

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

At Ellison, the possibilities are endless when
it comes to computer technology. The school is
home to a fully equipped computer laboratory.
Beginning in Preschool, Ellison students use
computers to learn new things, expand on and
complement instruction across subject areas,
explore and connect with the world, and develop
an appreciation of technology.

ART

From Preschool through Upper School, students
are challenged to express themselves and their
creativity through the study of fine arts. The
instruction of art at Ellison is based on teaching
children to not just look, but truly see and
experience the world around them. Art class
provides opportunities to nourish creative
problem-solving skills and high-level thinking.
Students are taught to think, ask questions and
create and interpret concepts and designs, as
well as meet a variety of artistic challenges.

Lower School art reinforces self expression with
a focus on process versus the finished product.
Students are encouraged to explore the world —
real or imaginary — in ways that are exciting and
satisfying to them.

Upper School art is based on an approach that
incorporates the study of art history, art criticism,
aesthetics, and the production of artwork. The
art program offers an increasing amount of
information and a variety of media — with the
goal of inspiring self expression.




CHARACTER EDUCATION AND SERVICE
As Reverend Martin Luther King so eloquently
expressed, “Intelligence plus character -- that is
the goal of true education.” At Ellison, we believe
strongly in the importance and value of character
education.

Ellison’s character education program is hands
on and an integral part of our school culture and
community with the goal of developing students
who understand, practice and model strong
values and positive character traits. The program
includes monthly themes such as: Respect;
Responsibility; Compassion; Perseverance;
Friendship; Cooperation; Self Discipline; Humor;
and Honesty. These traits are brought to life
in classroom lessons, on bulletin boards and
posters, on student-designed computer screen
savers, in Ellison’s Partner Program, and during
monthly assemblies.

Ellison is also home to the very first middle school
level Interact Club in the district. A youth-sized
version of Rotary, Interact involves students as
young as 10 years old in a whole host of service
learning activities.

MUSIC AND DRAMA

Ellison’s vocal and instrumental music
curriculum combines fundamental skills with
movement, improvisation and appreciation.
Performances throughout the year help
students of all grade levels to confidently
display their musical and dramatic talents. As
students progress through the school, they are
taught to read music and have the opportunity
to experiment with a variety of instruments.
Upper School students even try their hand at
music composition.

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS

From cooking to Pokemon to chess, Magic and
even Yoga, there’s something fun for everyone to
enjoy after school at Ellison. Clubs change each
trimester, providing lots of variety. After-school
clubs are designed and moderated by Ellison
teachers and staff.



Accolades From Our Alumni

“Looking back, I was overly prepared for high school.
What I learned at Ellison — especially the writing —
came in very handy in college.”

DEREK COLLA, CLASS OF 1997

Derek graduated from Vineland High School, Washington and Lee University,
and Harvard Law School. He is employed by the law firm of
Cooley LLP in Washington, D.C.
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“My fellow alumni and I are privileged to have
our young years characterized by exceptional educators
in the most nurturing educational environment.

It’s the very best gift my parents could have ever given to me.”

F NIKKI CYTER SACK, CLASS OF 1995

Nikki is a graduate of Vineland High School, University of Pennsylvania
(BA magna cum laude), and Temple University School of Law.
She is Bar certified in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida and Oklahoma.
Nikki currently lives in Tulsa, OK with her husband and daughter.
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School Governance

The Ellison School Board of Trustees
is the primary governing body of the
school. This active and dedicated group
of people is responsible for establishing
policy, appointing the Head of School and
preserving the school’s mission, facilities,
financial stability, and growth. Trustees are
elected to staggered three-year terms, with
one third of the board eligible for election
each year.

The Ellison Parent Teacher
Organization(EPTO) actively supports the
school by assisting during special classes
and school-wide events and activities, as
well as with numerous fund raising projects
that directly benefit Ellison students,
faculty and staff. All Ellison parents are
members of the EPTO and are encouraged
to be as active as possible.
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Joining Ellison

Open communication is our hallmark as we work to make the transition to Ellison a smooth
one. The Ellison School strives to enroll students who exhibit an eagerness for learning. The
admission process is focused on identifying each child’s potential and ability to contribute
to and benefit from being part of the Ellison family. We welcome inquiries and visits all year
long and hold Open House events to enable families to see Ellison in action.

For more information, please call (856) 691-1734
or visit Ellison on line at www.ellisonschool.org

ELLISON
SCHOOL

1017 South Spring Road
Vineland, New Jersey 08361
(856) 691-1734
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“Do not go where the path may lead,
go instead where there is no path
and leave a trail.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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